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Violence in America

To THE EDITOR: Laurence D. Chu, MS, and Susan B.
Sorenson, PhD, begin their study of homicide trends in
California by stating that the United States leads indus-
trialized nations with the highest homicide rate.! We
frequently see similar claims in both scientific and lay
publications, often accompanied by statements such as,
“Violence is as American as apple pie.” Table 1 lists the
suicide and homicide rates for all 76 nations that release
these data.? The figures are for the most recent available
year.

In fact, 13 nations admit to higher homicide rates:
Bahamas, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Estonia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mexico, Philippines,
Puerto Rico, Russia, and Venezuela. Belarus, Latvia,

Lithuania, and Ukraine come close. (Three nations
including Russia have both higher suicide and higher
homicide rates.) Violence is a serious problem: America
clearly has too much. Nevertheless, the seriousness of a
problem does not justify inaccurate statements.

DAVID C. STOLINSKY, MD
1200 State St, Rm 10-421
Los Angeles, CA 90033
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TABLE 1.—Rates of Suicide and Homicide per 100,000
Population in 76 Nations
Rates Rates
Nation Suicide Homicide Nation Suicide Homicide
Albgniae o s e e 1.4 3.9 Korea:iSolthssiii o s e 7.1 1.4
Algentina: o e B 6.6 5.0 Kiwaiks e e e R e 0.9 0.5
AERId . hihe o e s e 2.6 57 Kyrgyzstani=&. & o o0 s 12.4 13:9¢
Alstialla s 0 o000 12.0 1.6 latvia oo i e 26.0 9.2
Austiia - v il 22 3¢ 1.5 Lithtania ... o0 coiiiiain odi . clul . 26.0* 7.5
Bahatas ... ... ..., . i 12 10.8* Luxembourg = = ... s 15.1* 2]
Barin oo 3.1 0.4 Magao . = f e L 8.1 1.9
Batbadas:=x - 0 b e 4.7 TG Malta=ios 0 e et ot e 5.0 1.7
PelanBos (o . e 20.3* 6.9 MadiniqUes, = -0 o n i it e 12.8* 43
Belgiine. - -2 = o0 19.3* 1.4 Matrtius s e L 13.9% 2.1
Bl . oo 32 20.2% Mexico . oo o0 oo 24 17.2*
Bulgala e 16.9* 4.5 Netherlands:, =0 &0 0 il = a0 10.7 1.2
Camada .. ... 0L 12.8* 2.2 NewZealand ... ... ... . ..o 00 00l 13.0% 1.9
CapeVerde ... ... .. ... .0l . 0000, 24 1.7 Nicaraquia il o | e s gl oo 2.7 5.7
Chile= e B n 5.6 2.9 Nomway:- .. i oo e e 15184 15
Ghiga = o0 s s e T 17.6 14 Panama: - +¢.% i i g e 3.0 5.2
Coldpilale oo & o0 e 2.7 74.4* Bhilippines'. . cbs e e s e 0.5 1958
CoslalRica . o T 4.2 4.2 Paland o v e o 14.9* 2.9
Gzechosinvakia: - o Dl d L 7.1 2| Boptigal = d e i 2 8.8 1.5
Penmpark 0w o0 22.0% 5.0 PlertoRico v e v il cn o 10.0 2).6°
BoinieanRepliblic .. = ... i L 2.1 4.8 Romdnia ... . s 11.6 4.9
Eegdor = oo - 0 e e 4.4 10.3* Russia i v il n ol 26.6* 153¢
Boyploil o v it i 0.0 0.5 Sa0ome . il o e 0.9 2.8
BiSalvadol = vo - 00 e i3 28.1* Sgapore e s e 11.6 1.8
ESEORMAE taitm il e e 27.1* 11.0% Slevenias J=teian ol L e e 32.3* 2.5
Bland = oo o e 28.8* 34 SPAIN i ii e e 7.5 1.0
Blapee | oo o 20.2* 1.1 Strmame- 2. L e 13.4 3.6
Germany. oLl 16,7 12 Sweden = L - LoD 17.2¢ 13
e o - D N e 3.7 1.4 Switzerland .. fi oL 20.8* 52
Guatemald .~ ... . oo 0.5 33 dnnidady o g e R 12.0 i
GUVaRE -~ 1.7 0.3 Ukraine il = s i e e 20.6* 8.0
Hopgikangy: 0 - Do s e 13.0* 1.8 United'ingdom = & oo i e 8.0 0.9
Hondaty, o0 o aaln s e 38.7* 4.0 United:States - o it e 12.4 9.8
fedland. 0 v 0 10.7 1.1 Urtguay;esnoe . e ol niiiain o e 10.3 44
lelghd v v 0o e 9.8 0.6 Nemeztiala . v o i Ucs 0 oo 4.8 12:1%
Israele - B ol e e 7.3 12 Yugoslavia . oo L e 15.3% 2.0
llyes s e e e 7.8 29 Zimbabwe: @it il e 7.5 6.9
lapan e e e 16.8* 0.6
Kazakhistan - = = - S 1915 11.8* *Figure exceeds US figures.




